BIG HUEVOS

—— PART TWO 1951 - 1952
After the success of La Carrera Panamericana in 1950, racers
were ready once again to take up its incredible challenge. John M. Bums

tells us about the festering American/European rivalry.
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.
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ith the decision
mnke Lo Carrery
Panamernicana an
annual event, the 195
ninning feamred a
TRLITDCT O TEVISLONS
Muost notably was o route direction change
thar meant the raee wewnld run from south to
™ -r!"r| _'. AL Ilr'u' r||1|-|- near the Amencan
border. That made the bogistics of the event
far more palaeable. Additonally, onginizer
decided o allow a number of modificarions
to the velilcles in the ntenest of 5 ety and o
increaie the odds of teams being able oo
Ilh.ull."l.' It IO I]'.l:' & 1] :~|'|
Upon hearing about the new males
which allowed them mw | weef up their cars
American teams couldn’t have beon morne

il h:_-,_ e thev knew the faretam

comf -"I‘I--H wits orily going to pet tougher

marine-racing fre, e |.'||_ _E ofe of the hHew

Chirysler hemis, reportedly ' pucting our i -."
h msepower, for Indien .]\.. 18
h'rcn:nrmus-_ﬁ Noted stock car mcer
Marshall Teague come with his ficrory
becked Hudson Hormet sporting the Twin-
H Power two-carburetor manifold, a racing
head, and polished ports: Al Rogers, thind-
place finisher in the 1950 race, brought 4
“adi|lae B o with a swo-carburetoe
manitold and run
rew 1952 evlind

ored |.'\-'-:.||'I-'l. \_.]'.it”EI.L.'
ber hend. Also, the T|||-.-r..|:-.
Brethers of Pomona entered an int e SEIMnE
| 948 Muercury modified o full IR APt
fications by mechanical wizard Clay Smich,
Al ‘“l-'fl. | by a 21 ~year-odd West (Coast
hotzhoe, Troy Ruttman,

Although Ruttmon's Mercury was
probably the cheapest car in the field, the

modifications t received were Tepresena-

Hve of ":|| level aof (R iom of the top
American teams. lis enpine was bored ot
5 and carried Edelbrock heads, nn

dmunds two-carb manifold, splir exhause
|n’-l-Jt'T'. ind 0 Kong distributo I.'.-| h man

walk Spark C e e compenisate o '||.:-

Jl.".l. CCTane Pusdline Wi Y LTV ETIEr _-_]..[u b
Smith also increased its oil l..|'|_' acity and
improved s coaling system, The
h-1 TRy 8 I..'lII|_‘|| NE Was o |'|| ."'..
reworking of the sp
second shock absorber at each wheel, and
the installaion of what Rurtman called a
“Ciyro Skid Control,” essentially an ant

'\-'\-lnl-\.ji !IIL' -'l.'|.'||l".1n._':i. MRS

rings, the addition of a

e DEam fremiove I.Irl I::., VeTiES
were added 1o the backing plates of the
"'\-!J.h. Ll"'-l.t i.'l: L.l.' L rec IIJ\.\.‘ I|.|. Pl eXpw
rienced by so many of the con PETITOS
the indrial race

Against this armay of mce-prepared
Amerlcan iron, totaling 96 of the 104
cntrants, only elight Europesn cors madi
appearance—ong Alfa Romeo, one
Diclahaye, two Jaguars, two Lancias, wnd
twis Fermaris. Glven the greas disparity
numbers and the outcome of the mce the
vear befor CE Opituon was that nomne
of thie L.|I-1} et cuty wotld by toctors in
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the race. In facs, none would—except, of
course. the Fermaris.

ﬂ". 195]. Ferrars was | i inmng o
export cars o North Amersca, bt it -
g successes i the United States had been
centined o the wnall-tine amEteo compe-
titiones being held on either conse. Ferrart’s
Ulnited Stares durriberos, Luoigl Chanett,
believed that secoess in the Amenican mur-
ket was vital 1o Ferman's future and thar o
victory in the Carrers would provide the
public attention necessary o assure that
sccess At his behess, Scudenia Guastalia
flebded two 212 Export berlinettas for Piero
Taruthi and Alberte Ascari, the runner-up
in the 1951 Grand Prx Ch A l:'-.-lu}'
These tiny coupes— [ araffi's in red and
white and Ascari's in blue and whire, cach
powered by 2.6-liter V12 engines produc-
ing 170 horsepower—weighed barely a ton,
Fad e brukees by American standands, o
low center of pravity and & small frontal
Jal’ .h\I.". |"!|||':: w3 !i'.r'-. wWEere i ITEL 5'.'
imuored by the American contingent

Mo did thie Amencons have any reason
tos rake notsce of the Ferraris after the fimst
leg of Carrern 1L Ower the 129 miles of
owisting asphalt from Tuxtla Gutierres w
(rsaca, American cars filled the first ten
places. Frenchiman Jean Trevoux ina
Packasd was first, leading Troy Ruttmun's
Mercury by niearly seven minutes, but theit
Wik DnOL SUIpPTisnS. After all, he wis a three-
rime winner of the Monte Carlo R |||'.. s Le
Mams and Spa vereran and a sistli-place
1930 Cairrem—very experl

tiridshier in the
[ 3 [ J.'Ij i -'-'.-J-..E.‘ SUCE 35 TS,

The real Hperise of the firer day was thie
o showing of [ony Bertenhaisen in the
h.l:‘j-.!..lt.'h.'! s'l.l.':'.IJL-\_-"l_.l.-l.f'-':‘il.ﬂ..: |.|'L Wiks
neatly eliminated from the competition lor
exceeding the maximum rime. As he con-
fided vo Troy Ruttman later, the type of
drivine required in the Carrers was torally
wik |1H|| the [t Dwo

now to him snd it 1
davs 1o Higere out bow 1o bandle the hope
car theogh the mountains, If thor wenen't
rranibde enough, hiz brakes faded to nothing
o the fipse leg. On senchung Ohaxsca, b
could only stop his car by repentediy scuff-
(mz |te front tires neainst o curb v scrub of
seed while his pit crew tried o mckle it o
bring it to & stop. As for the Fermars, they
were rowhere 1o e wen Tarolfi was in
15h place with Ascari even farther back—
hind simply chewed

|i|l.' i'l’ INIVE .III
their Firelll tires 1o pieces
A Proclamation

Prav one wlso spw the Carrern begin o
carn the repuration thar wold follow & for
the next four vears .=.’.|.| =.|.r'-II!J'.':|'-| !l.':]_.'h =]
its dermize. Belore the start, |ose Estrnda
Menocal, a prosperous Mexico Cioy mum
denler and veteran mcer, announced, 1
will win, or die tryine.” On the first leg. he
made good on hiv vow when his 1951
Packard lefe the road at speed and tumbled
630 feet down a ravine, He died inan

Craxaca hospial thar afternoon ale
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MEXICa"

oE :HHHTI!I A FRONTERA

Against this array of race-
prepared American iron,
only eight European cars

made an appearance.

coedriver Miguel Gonzale:

['he secand day of competition duwned
with 63 can leaving Chxaco on the climb-
ing, 253-mile; roller-coaster ride to Pusbla:
-ﬂuu_ ier oa h" minure break, 1|'.1". cow
ered the 80-mile leg o Mexico Ciry,
descending from an altinede of 10,4586 fect
i a series of switchbacks down the sude oba
yalenno, It was the day some Americans
would bepgin to notice the lirtle cars from
lealy. Piero Taruffi, che man the [mlians
called “the Mountain King,” won thi fies
lez and vauleed from 15th oo third in the
overall srandings. Alberio Ascari won the
short leg from Puebla to Mexico Cioy wm
climb w1 2th place overall. And while
Trow Runtman ook over the mace lend by
virtiae of a second -place finish on the
Puehla feg and a sixth-place finish on the

'
h Mexico City leg, le knew the handwniting

was uon the wall—and it was written n
Tralion. As Ruttman reported in Motoy
Trend afrer the race, “Uver the 81-mile leg
from Puella o Mexico Ciry, which consists
precey much of an endless series of hatrpin
s, [ led Ascart ull the wav—until we
reached the four-mile seraight before the
I|_:|:-_-h line 'T'||1'.‘l the Ferrarl came .:|.-.-I"|:.‘.=:IIJ-I.
in fourth pear, the driver gave me a friendly
wiive, dropped into fifth and reached the
line a half-mile ahead of our Mercury
Dray two also saow another fatality, €
Panint, the wealthy Ienlian-bom founder of
Mexico's first commercial arrline, was killed
when his Al Bowieo ||"I I}n' rod on @ fase
curve, skidded into a field and rolled over
[|:-,"{!-E||._.1'|'i.'_.| e h!l"\.il HRR ers blamed
-.1'~1|L'rr|:'. setziire for the accident, while the
New York Times eloimed his doupheer had
been driving. The deaths of theee
Mexicans, rwo of them PO
mer; an the e owo days L
brought resctions of horror and indigna
o, A Rovermament official |"I'.'I|'I.5'L | the
TRCE ~an amitation of h-'l'."-.'l'l American cus-
toome g0t suired o Mexican cl
The press also came our against the Carrers,
the Inflyencial Mexico Ciry newspaper El
Universal declarmg that o was a “crime”
and stating thar "The second Pan
Amencan mee should be the last.™ El

Liniversi] wenit on oo say that the mace nei

ENL SPOs-

MCTCTIRCS.

thor .r|.r;|l1"'-'._:| s | Sport, nof &2 A satistactory
r.1:|‘|1. SpoeCiace arid -|'Ii I_JJ ke .'I|.".!'.'l.j'- 'F.I-.d-
]': WA B ATV LITREETL .’:"l AT WY ||_||.;- i.'l:lll."lr the
Carrera for the remainder of its davs,
Desplie the Ferrart victories of day twa,
there was lirtle to mform the oot olserver
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DANCE PARTNERS

Left: Looking dapper wre Piero Taruffi
{keft) and Luigi Chinetti (right} draring
1951 Carvera socializing

Above: Cars line up for the start of leg two
of the 1951 Carvera at Oaxaca. Winning
#34 Ferravi of Taruffris on left, Ray
Crawford’s Lincoln on right.

of the dominance of the Tralan machines.
Ruttman maintained a six-minute lead over
Donglits Ehlinger's second-place Packard,
with Taruffi's Ferran nearly another five
mifwtes in arrears, The remainder of the top
een was filled with American care T the
average fan, the Carrers was unfolding as
expected. Afterall, wasn't the performance
of the Ferraris in the mountuins merely 3
repetition of the events of the firss Carrera,
where the smaller European cars had made
up time ! Wouldn't the big-engined
Amencan cars simply pull oway when they
reached the long sraights and open plains
of the north! Day theee would provide the
mnswer thar Rureman, and others, who had
witniessed the Ferrur's performance firs:-
hand, knew was coming. The sinswer was an
Eﬂlplm‘l‘lr.. “Na”

On the chird day, the Highway began 1o
open out. O the legs 1o Leon and
Dhirsingo, the mcers lefr the mountains and
descenided through s series of incremingly
tast bends to the high deserst plains of the
north. Throwgh this topography, the
Ferraris tenk control of the mce. Ascari
broke the record for the 267-mile moming
leg to Leon by 15 minutes. He followed thar
up by breaking the record for the 335-mile
afternoon leg to Durango by 21 minutes,
averaging 985 mph for the day and vault-
ing himself into third place in the ovemll
standirigs Turuffi's Perrari fimished the swo
legs nearly ren minutes behind his team.
imates. Nevertheless, he ook over the race
lead, berering Ruttmun's Mercury by mote
than 15 minutas, snd rurning Rutrman's
I-minute lead ar the beginning of the duy
ineo a four-minute- deficir. Worse vet from
Buttman's poine of view, Ascari's Permari
wits niow bess than seven minutes behind,
Wieh two days of racing lefr, he hud no
hope of keeping the Ttalian behind him, For
the American contingent, the only bright
spot of day three was the pedformance of
Tony Bertenhausen'’s Chrysler. He was sec-
ond to Ascari on the Leon to Durango leg
and his Chrysler seemed 1 be o mateh for
the Ferraris in top speed. Unfortunately, he
was fust too far hack in the standings to e a

factor. Despire his day-three showing, he
wits still mired back in 31w position.
Friday, 23 Movember, 1951, was an off
day for the muce. Durlng thar rime, the
Americans tried o come up with a strategy
to bear vhe Fermiris thar now seemed so dom-
inant. Marshall Teague, lying in sixth place
affter a series of 1:11-1"|.I.|:‘H- had betallen his
Hudson, mcluding o broken fuel line on the
first Jeg ond a crash on the way from the fin-
ish line to his garage in Mexico City, pre-
dicted an lalisn victory if the Famari
engines stayed rogether, He noted thar the
Fermaris “can do 130 miles an howr—they
buve a 20 mile [per hour] advaniage over the
American cars” Lincoln driver Ray
Crawford, then lying in cighth place, echoed
than sentiment, saving, “T don't believe we
can eatch them, but their engines are wound
uf o Higght" leﬂ'flfﬂ.hv Chrvsder driver
Bill Stedding succinetly stared the stratesy of
the entiré American contingent. “[Al]
Rogers and | are going to push the Tralims
o the '.!I'I'_'l.!u!'ilﬂw,a'!.\ and see if they Buve
engine trouble before we do,” he said. *I cun
rell Ruttmar is going 1o do it too.™ While
the knowledgeable among the Ameticans
understonsd the reasons behind the Ferran's
outstnding performance, many onlockers
were simply astounded. Some even went so
fiar ms 1o nocuse the Italians of using de ed
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fuel. They simply couldn't believe thar an
engine displivcing a mere 156 cubic inches,
less than half the size of the 331 -cubic-inch
Chrysler hemi, could produce so much
power and spesd

Ascari's PiEle over day three had cut the
field ro 39 cars, so day four of Carrera [
begin with the two  Fermarts playmg the pan
ol the i oo pack of 36 American hounds
{a solitary Juzuar soldiered on well back in
the pack. but it would not complere the First
leg of day four). The objecr was simply o
push the lalimn curs uneil they broke. If rhey
dicn'r, they would win. It was that simple
Over the moming leg from Durnngo o
Parral, Tony Becrenhausen picked up where
hie had left off an Thursay aftemaoon, fin-
ighing secord 1o Ascards Ferrart, On the
afternoon leg Bertenhavsen pushed even
harder, Reaching specds of 130 mph, his
Chirysler bear the Imbian to Chihuahus by
more than three and » half minuces. [t was
the fist victory for an: American driver on
Ay :-LJ.: of the race. Still it was not -:!Ln.-ug_{h
The Ferrans ran flawlessly, wirth Taruff
maintaining his overnll lead and Ascari
mowving intn second plice ahead of
RBummman, whose Mercury was beginning re
shiow the effects of the protracted high
speeds on the werions north of Mexico
Ciry. At day's end, Taruffi muintuined o
nine-mimute lead over his reammare, with
Ruttman’s Mercury a further seven milnigtes
back, holding 3 three-minute lead aver the
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fourth-place Chrysler of Bill Sterting

The IILI'L_'I| 230.mile leg trom ( :'!;]1'| thiuia
1 Jumre: was also the fasres, and agiin the
Chryslers showed their speed
Betternhausen won the leg, averaging in
excess of 1173 mph, But despire his strong
showirig from Leon north, with two firsr
and wo second place fmishes over the
I-In.l] J..I.ILII It!,_h,l ill; 'n.l.--.-lll-,t r|||.:=,:'| g ) E"L'I'.'r
than 16th overall. His troubles in the
mortains had stmply put him oo far
behind, Bill Sterling was second into
_]LI.-TL'.‘. 1".:“'5- five minutes pehind
Bemenhausen, but vwo minuses ahead of
Ascart and three shend of Toruffi. [t was
-:n'.t-l:u,,'h to move him itito thind p'i.t_u:l_' Ver-
all, ahead of Rutiman's Mercury
|'[.trr.p.'|::.-J by a top ..pq.-:--.]:ul omlv 115 ”"T"h-
Ruttman could do no better than 14th tor
thie tinal leg and findshed fourth overall

With control of the race firmly in hand,
the Ferrari drivers took it ensy over the
timal leg, conserving their cars. They mere-
ly drowe fase enongh to keop Srerling's
Chrysler, their nearest comperiter, behind
them. By colncidence, this strategy provid-
el w rousing finish for the 50,000 fars m
Juare:" Acronaves Arpore, The fiesst three
care arrived ot the finish line topether with
Tarutti's Ferrari a split second ahead of
Ascari's, the two small cars with thiedr
shrieking V12s climely pursued by Sterling’s |
mussive Chirviler, its VB bellowing—tw
prancing horses chased by a large anpny -

ALL'S FAIR IN RACING AND WAR

Above: Lanida Meelia GT B-20
wits an extremely desmrable sty
yiven here by Giovanm B

day, ¢

Kight: Cipar-chewing Cly Smith
m his Q‘bll_'. tumime. | oy Kutomen's

: 5
48 Mevcury for the 51

TiE

bull. In fact, Steding remuoimned over 15
rmiites behind Taruffi
to muny in the crowd it seemed thar if only
Seerding's Chinpsler could have gotten by
the rwo llying Permans, he could have won
."kll"r 1"-" VICDLETY ']'IL “|..!-J|" '.l'l.l.? B ]
Taruth expressed his sommow over the deaths

wm oversll rime, b

._,|,-_'|.:- in the race, but went on tocal] the
Carrern "t

nost wonderful mce in the

s driver's skill, and said the |
stretches of the north provided

NLIMENT Wals

TR ! iTi

s Che =|Ir:'.J-II thie car it &
:.-Ci'n'ﬂ'd I‘". Troy Ruttman, wh
Motor Trend thar *Given somewhar modi-
fied rogulations
can outshine our preat classic, the 300 m

the Indianapolis Speedway!™

1 ] [ &)
the L armera Pansmerncan

Crying Foul, or Just Pla
The madified regulations o which

tman sefereed were the Ty ey o

Ri
discusion among the Americans in rhe
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witke of the Fernit victory, The ltalian
cars, which had initially been ignored and
had been widely believed ro be oo fragile
10 handle the sueling test imposed by the
Cartera, were now clalmed o have had an
unfair advantsge ever the Americans by
wirtue of their high price. “It simply wasn't
fair to have cars costing as much s
517,000 (In face, Chinern said he would
scil un identical 212 Export for 511,000)
campeting with much lower priced
American iron.” Never mind the faer tha
the Ferraris were ondinury series-builr cors,
as opposed 1o ones specially ared for
macing, or the fact that Kiekhaeter’s much-
muditied Chryslers were reported to tepre-
sent an investment of $39,000.

The botrom line was thar American
munufacturers had no interest in having
their cars compete in o race against foreign
comperition—uriles, of course, they could
bear the foreipn competition handily. In
1951, they did not see the small European
marques as competitors on the sales fron,
anc they cerminly weren't going to spend
oustrgeous sums of money just 1o beat them
i somme crazy ruce held in 2 banana repub-
lic like Mexico. True, the Carrera did peo-
vide good publicity, which, in rurmn, meant
enhanced sales, Put the goud publicity only
came from winning, not from finishing
third behined some lmlian cars nobody had
ever heard of, Inshorr ander, the
Americins made thelr posithon cleas—if
the Ferrans were not excluded or put inte
thetr own separate class, they would boy-
coft the tiace.

Foced with this ultimsturm, end vet wane-
inig to arcract both Americin snd Europesn
competitors, the ANA, domng s dance that
has since becorme commu e AMONE Fiee
vrgarirers, agnin changed the race mles. For
1952 the mee would be divided into two
classes, stock and modified. Bur 2 car
wonldn't necessirily have w be modified

.l

CAAARERAR PANAMERICANA |

"HEXTE "

OF FRONTERA A FRONTERA

The racer made good
on his vow of winning or
dying when his car left
the road and tumbled 630
feet down a ravine.

end uip in the modified division—all cars
produced in lots of less than 3,000 would be
relegated to thar category—and that was
5,000 units of the partcular mose] belng
raced], Never mind the facr thar the AAA,
the governing body for meing in the Uabted
States, set their minimum production num-
ber fior srock cies e 500, some

manufacturer might have boen able 1o meet
that figure. With the minimum production
requirement set at 5,000, not even Jagur, let
glone the small alian marques, could possi-
bly fiekd o car in the stock divisian,

With the division of the field into stock
ared mudified classes, the regulations cover-
ing the stock classification were agam tight-
ened, belog linted o safety modificatlons.
Brake, suspension, wheel ond tire alterations
were as was the removal of the
rear seats and the basmllation of extra fuel
ramiks, but modifications oo engine perfor-
mance were limited to an 020 overbore and
the installation of an electric fuel pump.
While well intended, thes: regilarions

would prove woetully inadegunte 1o render
the “stock cars” stock. However, in compari
somn o the regularions for the modified divi-
son they were stmict indeed. In the modifec
categiary, the unly restrictions were two
seats, & compléte clectrical system, and a
requirement thar each car finish the mee
with its otiginal engine. Despite the fact
that the new race repulations deprived the
fans of a chance to witness actual competi-
tion berwieen American cars and their
European counterparts, they ultimately
achieved their ohjective. They satisfied the
Americans while still permitting European
entries. In any event, it was competition
amang the Furopeans, mther rthan compern-
tion berween the Europeans and Americans
that would provide the main arraction for
the Ig"_il I.Iﬂ'-il1.'|.'.

Afrer the Ferrari win m Carrera 11, Eneo
Ferrari began to fully renlize the potential
of the Morth American market for his cars
anad the impact of the Corrern on that mar-
ket He decided o po all-our for the 1952
tace. Since the Carresa lnvolved longer
distances and higher speeds than most
Buropean circuits, he reasoned char o spe-
cial puq’\t‘lie-l'qli[l car would be necessury if
Ferrari hoped ro aay on top in the fsce of
increasingly stiff competition,

He erdered the construcrion and devel:
opment of three berlinertas specifically fioy
the 1952 race to be driven by Albeno
Ascarl, Lutgh Villorest and Luigt Chinettd
(A spider version was also bl for
American Bill Spear, but it was never
entered in the race). The Ferrart Mexicos,
as they were called, featured s longer
wheelbase and were powered by the newer
and larger, Lampredi-designed, 4. 1-liter
V12 rated ar 280 horsepower, and had
drivetrains from the 340 Amenca. Their
frames were constructed for Fermr by
GII\:H Auh 'C]H“‘ l.'l'rh,l., whtlf l'hl""' WETe T
true space frames, they were composed of
smaller diamerer mibes than was then
usual practice for Ferrari, They weighed
only 2200 Ths.

The Fermrl Mexicos also made signifi-
cant use of scrodynamics in an effdm o
redisce drap and provide sabilioy acspeed.
Their windshields were moved back behind
the midpoing of the wheelbase and they car-
red small fins arop their rear fenders. They
also camed a BLAC (boundary layer air
control) device on each door in an effort o
improve the airflow to the scoops in the rear
ferlers thar direcred coolimg air to the rear
brakees. (T point of fact, the BLAC devices,
like many serodynamic aids in that e
before the use of wind minnels, were of lirtde
or no effect because they were positioned in
desd atr, but their incorporation into the
destgn demonstrates the amount of thought
und commitment Ferrar put into the car)

Ferman's main competition would come
from Mercedes-Benz. Only seven years after
DPhimler- Bens' Unterrurkheim facility had
been shur down by occupying Allied fonces,

| it had designed and built 7 sports car o
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contest the World Championship. Thit
car, the now legendary 300SL, had gone on
10 dominate the 1952 racing season, win-
ning four out of five intemational contests
and finishing first and second at Le Mans:
The JO0SL was powered by a modified ver-
sion of the three-liter struight-six originally
designed for the Mercedes 300 sedan, but in
the SL the engine was canted ar o 50-degree
angle to clear its low hood line. le was con-
servatively rated at 175 homepower. But
while the 30051 engine might seem
pedeserlan in the face of Foerrari's 2B0-horse-
power V12, the car which surrounded 1t was
nothing less than an engineering tour dJe
force, featuring space frame construcTion,
four-wheel independent suspension, and
the most acrodynamically efficient body of
its day (later estimares have placed the drig
coefficient of the rcing version at .25).
The ultra-light, ultra-smong space frame,
composed of matvy small-iameter tubes,
gave the 30051 u race weight est imared at
under 2000 Ibs. The coupe’s gullwing doors
were 31 feamre thar would become synony-
ok with the car itsell.

Lincoln, Lincoln, 've Been Thinkin',

On the American front. the stock divi-
sion, factory mvolvement was not whut
had been hoped for, Only Lincoln made an
actual factory commitment to the race, bus
A sericis commitment 1 was, Working
chrough Bob Estes, Tupman Motors and
Ruppert Motars, the faetomy -spsonsored
Lincolns had engines prepared by Clay
Smith with chassis’ by Bill Scroppe.
Sumith-prepared curs had also won the 1952
Irnl"..umpulis 500, wirh Trov Rutrman driv-
ing, and the Mobilgas Economy Run, with
Bill Stroppe in the winning car-

Althengh the Lincolns were "stock
cars" wirhin the meaning of the rules,
they were not stock by any strerch of the
imagination. They were 1933 models
ammving ahead of the official announce-
ment date, equipped with 205-horsepower
engines, up 45 horsepower from the year
betore. They were also equipped with
Ford rrck camshafts, solid valve lifters.
special frone spindles and hubs and o
chaoice of two optional rear ends. Lincoln
was ahle to incorporate these moditica-
tioms by muking them part of a special kit
gvailable as an option in their catalopue.
The rear axle ratios were terrifically high,
allowing road speeds of 130 miles per
hour. The Lincolns used Houdaille shock
absarbers with Air Lift air bags inside
ench coil spring. Air Lifts were also used
gt the rear in confunction with oversized
rubular shocks. Ventilaring fans taken
from the heating and venrilation system
were motunted in the trunk with ducts to
the rear brakes for cooling. Ducting was
alss routed to the front brakes. The end
result was a cur built to cope with the
worst the Carrern had 1o offer and pow-
ered by nn engme with o 15-horsepower
advantage over Cadillac, irs main
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Although the Lincolns
were “stock cars” within
meaning of the rules, they

were not stock by any
stretch of the imagimation.

American compentor,

By 1952 the Camera had tuly become a
major race on the ntermational calendar,
Witk that status, Carrem TH s o significant
intrease in the size of the reams snd ther
leve! of organzmation and prepartion.
Mercedes Bers followed in the footsteps of
Rill Stroppe and Carl Kiekhacfer, who each
were known for tuming their pamcipition m
rhe Carrern into something akin to o military
campaign. The Mencedes-Ben: team arrived
in Mexico in the larrer part of Ocwober,
despite the fact that the race waas nat sched
uled to srrt until 19 November. In-addition
1o i1 legendary team manager Alfred
MNeubauer, and drivers Karl Kling. Hermann
Lang, and John Fiech, Mercedes brought 4
iechanics, reo 30031 coupes, eo 30051
roadsters. and 27 tons of equipment, enough
te completely rebuild all four can

Knowing thar the Highway had a repu-
cation for being hard on tires, Mercedes
brought 180 tires already mounted on

i wheels, which were distributed along the

entire mce distance. Beginning on ril
Okctober, they began their trial runs over
the Highway with co-drivers making notes
of the route and its hazards. During this
pre-tice practice, the teum rolled up 6,820
miles on the spare roadster. In doing so
they also gained valuable frformation
regarding their car's ability to withstand
the rigors of the Carrern in time to remedy
any potential weaknesses. In demonstra-
vian of this fact, the 300SLs appenred in
Tustla Gurierres for day one of the race
sporting specinl vents for rear bruke couling
recommended by John Firch thar amount-
ed 1o larpe vens cur into the inner femders,
plus “view holes” that allowed the co-driv-
er tor watch tire wear without stopping.

While Mercedes, in a style reminiscent
of their vaunted “Silver Armows” of the lure
19304 set o standard of onganization that
no other European team could march,
smuiller competitors also engaged in more
pre-face prepamtion than had been seen in
curlier Carreras, The French murque
Gordini, a newcomer to both the Carrem
anid the Eurapean mcing scene, also
engaged in extensive pre-race testing.

Finding that they were experiencing
extracrdinary rent tite wepr from contct
hetween fender and tire when the rear sus-
pension compressed over bumps, the
Giordini mechanics cut-holes into the tops
af the rear fenders to allow for clenmnde
Ity & stmilar vein, 1951 Carrera competitor
arnd 1952 Mille Miglin winmer Glovanni
Braceo, traveled to Mexico with the
Mercedes ream and spent the ensuing
munth developing his own system of course
nores. He painted symbols on rocks, curks,
and even on the roadway 1o warn Taiareseld
of particular hazards,

As dive one appeoached, the ducl in the
modified division, now more frequently
referred ro us the sports cor division
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FLYING FERRARIS

Lafe: Luigl Chitetti's Ferrari 340 Mevico
wars o of three by swith mg
wheelhase specificadly for the Carrera
The car finished thind in 1952

Above: Juck McAfee's Ferran 340
America was powered by a4, | -lieer V12,
Clatr wits oumet] by Tony Parraveno, o real

estate developer who mysterionasty
disappeared i 1960

Right: Poster from the 1952 Carvera.

seemed likely to be between Ferrari and
r"-{l."-"l.'L'tll."l"Bfl'L.'. Thr: 1.':I:'i|.'|| ul]‘ltl Tl
comperitor, Gording, didn’t seem 1o have
much of o chance. They were too new, too
light, and while they fearured fully inde-
pendent suspensions, their 2.3-liver six-
cylinder engines were only rated e 160
homsepower, On paper, the edie had v go
t Ferran. Despite the Mexica's lick of an
independent mear suspension, its power

adviantigee over the 30051, at least 50
horsepower even mking ino sceoume
Ferrari's repubntion los inflared clamms
and Mercedes' conservatism, coupled
with its extra gear in the gearbox (five-
specd v four-speed), seemed to give it
a-significant advantaze over the long
strmight stretchies which comprised

|i'"' I:*hf hil“ I'li. 1]'“.' T, -l_hllT ﬂl.:l\'im'
tige only seenusd imore signihicant
when Herr Meubaver announced
Mercedes' race srmtepy. The 30050
would nor oy to build up on insyrmoune
able lead in the mountainous southern sec-
thonis, whire thetr handling appeared to
give them an advantase. Instead, they
wiaih] merely lound the Ferraris, keoping
after ther and pashing them to the limi
in the hape that they would deop out From
mechanical failure or driver ermor. Wasn'
this the same strarepy thar had falled the
Americans in 1951 Wouldn't the Ferraris
st m;"ll'l' CTUISC B0 WICTOTY NZain, osing their
unimatched power and speed to sutrun
everything over the st half of the mce? It

seemed so—hbut
then again Alfred
Neubmwer was seldom wrong

Ona ?‘ﬂing and a Praver

Minety cirs ook the flag to star duy
one. It would be o tough day for many of
the competitos. The lead Ferrarl Mexico,
piloted by 1952 Grand Prix Champlon
Alberto Ascari, crashed when Ascari hit
loose gravel in the middle of a curve and
piled o wn embankment. Nerther he, nor
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RUNNING A TIGHT SHIP

Tap;: Karl Kling anid Hons Klenk regat
compossre after htting a buzzand while
raveling at well over 100 mph

Above: The Merczdes-Benz team
celebrates thewr {-2 viceory i the 1952
Carrera, with (from left to right) Kling,

Neubauer, Hermarn Lang, Dr.

Nallimger and Mrs. Klmg.

Righe: At John Fieeh's suggesion, a
mechanic chusels a brake cooling duect into
the rear fender of Kling's Mevcedes 30051

Far Right: Kienk climbs
from the Mercedes an finish, showsng
some wear and tear
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co-driver Gluseppe Seotusi, was injured,
buse the car was out of the rce. A Tow-fly-
tng huzard smashed the windshield of the
Mercedes driven by Karl Kling, sending
shards of broken gluss flving through the
cockpit, and cutting co-driver Hans
Klenk’s foce in several places. Despite the
incident, the 300SL would (inash the lez.

Ty the stock division, Pob Korfs
Lirscodn lose vohiable rime when his co-
driver, Philip Gow, removed his belts mo
theck the gas tanks behind the sear and
was theown aut of the car as (¢ rounded a
sharp bend. Korf stopped and picked him
up, then drove on to Oaxaca where Gow
was griven medical meatment. His injunes
were limited ro curs and bruises,

And then there was Tommy Francis —if
there had been a Montz-Berrenhausen
Memonal Trophy for gerting a broken car
home, he would have won it, Ashe
expludned, “Aftér 50 kilometers, | lsea
tront wheel. Then afrer we changed thar; |
lisse the cluech and brakes. I've been driving
the Tast 450 miles withour beakes o clurch.”
As Francis' Packard approaclyed the rinish
line in Ouxaca, he and his co-driver held
their front doors open to increase wind resis-
tance and slow the car, He finished 42nd.

At day's end the leader m the spores car
division was nelther Ferniel nor Mercedes. It
was the Gerdinu driven by French motoney-
cle und grand prix star, Jean Behoa, Behir
was i national kero in France, having
recently whipped the Fertard ream at Rhetms
in his Gording, wnd Mexico's laree French
colity were beside themselves over his per-
formance. While the second Gording had
fulfilled the predictions of the pre-race pun-

— 149
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A low-flying buzzard
smashed the windshield of
the Mercedes driven by
Kling, sending shards of

broken glass flying through
the cockpit.

dits, dropping out after only 23 miles, Behm
fudwnqaﬁstm&:&ﬂmm;h the mountains,
vernging 888 mph snd leeaking Jean
Trevoux's 1951 recond by nearly half an
howir. His rimie put him five and a half min-
ures in fromt of Giovanni Beacco's second-
place Ferrari and eighr minuees ahead of Karl
Kling, whao finished thind despire the buzard
incident. The pre-race favarite Fetrart
Mexicos were well off the pace, with Luiel
Chirietti i sixth place, 17 minures in
sresers, avd Luiei ';flﬂﬂr::n our of the rop ten,
It the stock division, Lincoln owned five
aof the first six places, with che first four all
tinishing within little more than o minute of
each other, Only Par Kirkwood's Chrysler

could match the speed of the Lincolns, but
his challenge was formidable. e finlshed
the lig in second place, just five seconds
Behind lescder Wikt Fuulkner. Remarkably,
Bob Korf finished third despite his unsched-
uled pir stop to retrieve hus ermant co-dnver

A the starting line on day rwo, Karl
Kling's 3005L appeared with "buzzard
bars,” steel tubing mounted in froni of the
windshicld ro protect it from another inci-
dent such s the one from the dov before.

O the first leg of day two, the tormous,
climbing run 1o Puchla, Belim ugain set o
hlistering pace until he reached the town of
Molinos, 50 mikes from the finish, There,
b lost control of his Gordind on a right
curve. The car spun off the road and plum-
meted into a deep ditch. Behra was dragged
out of the wreck and when w© o hospiml in
Puhla, where e was initinlly reported o
be suffering from a coneussion, but ot sen-
ously hurt. Later, he would be reported suf-
fering from compound fractures of nine ribs
and severe facial Injuries. He did nor leave
the hospital until 12 December, finally
ammiving back home in Frunce in January,

With Behima out, Bracco's Ferrari took a
three-minute lead over Kling's Mercedes on
overill time, bur fiustest timis on both the
Puebla [eg and the dhort leg o Mexico Ciry
went i Lodgl Villoresi's Ferrart Mexico Also
fast over the short leg was [ack MeAdee in
nryther 4.1 Ferrari, but his efforts on the day
as o whaole wore not enough © thwart the
30050 of John Fiech/Eugen Gelger and
Hermamnn LangfErwin Crupp, whio moved
past MeAfee, Luigi Chinertt’s Mexdico and
the Umbesto Maglioli/Frinco Bomigia
Lancia o take over third and fourth posi-
toms. MeAfee waund up in fifth after a long
bartle with the Fhil Hilll Amald Seubbs 212
Vignale coupe

In the stock division, Par Kirkwood's
Chrysler dropped put with mechanical
problems, With Kikwood ouat, the Lincolns
.'i.liidutlj |hﬂ|r ur.jnglr'hnlli Wl IIIL: |I.'|'|"' wif
the smndings, mking the top four plices,
with Chuck Stevenson finishing first on the
day and moving into firs overall, ahead of
Walt Faulkner. Johnny Mantz and Bob
Kaorf. The quartet, which were still runming
within rwo mimutes of cach other, had
opened a twelve and o half minte lend on
Marshall Teague's fifth-place Hudson.

At the finish line in Mexdco Cir ¥, a
crowd estimated ar more than half a mil-
lion lined the road as far our as 33 miles
fust to get a glimpse of the cars, Police bat-
thed the unrnuly throne, which mied to mob
the course, its haliday spirits owing to the
fact that it was the 42nd armiversy of the
Mexican Revolurion. Despite the nearriot,
only one casualty marred the day's events.
Saritos Letona Dia, a Mexican engineer,
was killed when his Jaguar mmmed a beidpe
near his home on the Mexico Clry leg. It
would prove to be the race's only fatality

In Mexico Ciry, with the serpentine
southern legs now behind, Alfred Neubsiuer
felr confident Lﬂ‘vi:_lur!; fixr his Mercedes
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Benz ream. The 30050s were munmumg flaw-
lesely in second, chisd, and fourth positkons
while the Ferron Mexicos of Chinerri and
Villoresi were back in “k‘:.ml-: b and tlgh!.;!
places, respectively, with Chinetti over 24
minutes behind Kling's Mercedes and
Willoresi another 11 minures in arrears, The
only thing sanding in the way of a
Mercedes victory was the Fermr of
Giovanni Brocco, and Neubsuver wasn't
wottled nbout him, siying, “We are out of
the mountaine now. When we hit the flat;
the mee will be all ous.”

Perhaps Weubauer should hiave been
maore coticerned. While Bracco's Ferruni
was not one of the vaunted Mexicos, but
instead a 2505 Berlineta, [t nevertheles
carried a 3-liter version of the Colomba-
designed V12, wopped by three four-barrel
Weber curburetors and putting our 220
horsepower. Moreover, while Bracco was
s 1o be given o fits of temper—once

artedly stopping his carin the middle of
a long-dismrice race to purich oue his
mechanic over some dispute reginling rice
tactics, then jumping back in the car and
sperding on—he could be u fas, pough
competitor, given the right car on the righe
day. He had won the 1952 Mille Migha in
the same Ferrari he was driving in the
Carrern, ourdistancing the 300SLs of Kling,
Hermann Lang, and Rudolf Carscciola ina
drive variousty characrerized as “mnsane” or
“mspired” through driving min and wind,
all the while sipping brandy and chain-
smoking cigarertes. He might well prove 1o
be more of a threst o Mercedes than
Meubiier ever anticipated.

Villoresi's Mexico posted fustest time on
the 267 mile morning leg of the third duy,
Mexico City o Leon, a record time 21
tnifuates faster than Ascari's in 1931, but
early on in the aftemoon leg between Leon
and Duranes, the pinion besring of his
Ferruri Mexico gave out and his race was
fimished, With Villires: out, Kling's
Mercedes won the 335-mile Durango leg in
a record rime some 26 minures faster than

43
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Neubauer wasn't worried
about Ferrari, saying,“We
are out of the mountains
now. When we hit the flat,
the race will be all ours.”

Ascari’s mark of the year before and more
than & minute faster thun Braccos Ferrari
Still it was not enough. On the day's first
leg, through Toluca and down onto the
high cactus pliins, Bricco had lengthened
his lead to more than efght minutes over
Kling's Mercedes, with Hermann Long and
John Firch nearly half an hour behind.
Kling's victary on the afternoun leg had
only pared that eight-minute lead to seven

In the stock cur divisworn, the Lincoln
rmain rolled on. Johnny Mantz moved into
thie overall lead with Walt Faulkiner
remaining second, Chuck Srevenson
talling to third and Bob Ko remainine
tourth, Almost mimculously, the wop three
Lincolns still remained within two minutes
of ench ather —their nearest cotmpetitog,
Reginald McFee's fifth-place Chrysler,
nearly | 7 minures behind,

U the moming leg of day four, the 251-
mile run over the level plains from Durango
o Parmal, Kurl Kling agmin set fastest time,
maling up more than two minutes on
Bracoo's Ferran. Nevertheles, he reimained
nearly five minures behind the nlian with

only two legs beft to run. And despite Kling's
showing over the last two legs, many
observers thought that the Ferman was <tll|
the {astest car in the moe. Briceo would be
touigh to catch on the wide open straight-
aways of the legs 1o Chibuahoa and Juarez,
Herr Nevbauer now needed either a spec-
macular drive fron his leader or a Ferran
brenkdown to make his Mexico Cicy
prophecy come true.

He got bath. Only 15 miles intw the
| 88-mile leg to Chihushus, Bracco's luck
finally ran our. The Ferrart's clurch failed
and the Imalian watchied in helplass age as
Kling's Mercedes roared by, Kling went on
to set fastest time for the leg, averaging
nearly 127 mph for the day and increasing
Tis bemdd over Chinetti's Fermri by nearly
two minutes, For his parr, Chinetti took
thie it in his teeth upon secing Braceo's
Ferrari by the side of the rosd and clocked
ar avernge speed of 126 miles per hour for
the leg, pood enough to move him inmo
third pluce in fronn of Firch’s Mercedes.

In thie stock car division, the Lincolns
continted to roll, with the factory cars
conmmimning 1o change places at the front.
At the end of the day, it was Chuck
Sreverson hack in the lend with Johnny
Maniz in second place, 47 seconds behind,
and Walt Faulkner snother 2 minaves and
17 seconds back. Bob Korf remained in
fourth, seven and u half minutes behind
the leader, while Repinald McFec's
Clirysler, the first non-Lincoln, had fallen
22 minutes back in fifth place. Stovenson
aviraged nearly 110 miles per hour for the
afternaon leg and his overall average speed
of 58 mph through Chihuahua nearly
exualled Piero Turuffi's average speed in
the Ferran the year before.

While the Mercedes team prepared their
cars for the final day, relieved thar good
srrategy combined wirh good formune had
swipt them inm three of the top four
places, they received some bad news. John
Firch, in the fourth-place Mercedes road-
ster, had been disqualibied for retuming to
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LOS COCHES AMERICANOS

Above: Aktom Miller (waving) and Doug
Harrisem jget in the mood before the start it
Tuxtia m {952, standing between their
Oldsmobale 88 and Acdlio Cagnasso's
Huidsom Hemmiet.

Lefe: Lincoln swepe the 1952 race, winning
the first fomir places m ity elass

the starting line in Parral and allowing
someane e (o work on the car. While nor
i great blow ro the tewm's overall position,
the niews was nevertheles onwelcome.
Diespive suffering from persistent tire rmouble
and suspension problems which had mide
his car virtually encontrollable ar speed,
Firch had stayed within striking dismance of
the leaders, and could possibly have glven
Mercedes a one-rwo-throe finish

With Kling enjoying o 32-minute edoe
over Lang's second-place Mércedes and a
YWominute edze over Chinerti in the sole
remaining Mexico, his victory was assured
as long s his 300SL held rogether over the
flral 230 mmilles o Juare:. Under such cir-
cumstances, he could be expected ro take it
casy, a8 Taruffi and Ascun had done the
year before. He didn't. Hitring speeds s
high as 160 mph. he screamed through the
final leg at an average speed of 135 mph, 20
miles per hour faster than Berrenhauwsen's

tecord of the year before, His average speed
for the entine mace was slightly over 102
mph. By compartson, Troy Ruttman's
record spised for the 1952 Indinapolis 500
was only 27 mph fasrer, and the averaze
speed of Hermann Lang’s 30051 in his 1952
Le Mans win was slower than Kling's
Carrers speed by 5 mph,

Chinetti cut almost a minute off the lead
held by Lang for second place, but it was rus
enciugh. The deficit had simply been oo
musch to overcome in a single leg. Lang's
Mercades linished in second place. six min-
ores:ard 13 seconds ahead on overall time,
giving Mercedes o one-rwo victory. Behind
Chinetti, fourth place went to Umberto
Maglicli in a supercharped 2.0-Hieer Lancia
Aurclia V6. Almost unnoticed in the stand-
s umvtt] the finksh, his drive had been con-
sistenit, it nor spectacular, His drives in
Carreras [V and V would be spectacular
indeed. Als nesrly hidden in the seandings
wis 2 Parsche driven by Furst Mettemich., [t
finkshed 25th overall and eighth tnthe
sports car class, but- it was the first car under
1500 ce o finish the race and the only one
1o be classified, It had performed superbly
foe e then 23 nicing hours, a harbinger
of things to come

LIrEI'Il.l'I conl “'IL1I.":J {5} -l.tll'l.lln.'lfl.' []JL'
stock division, coming homie firt, second,
third, and fourth in class and seventh,
vighth, ninth ind tenth overall, with
Chuck Stevenson lcading Johnny Manmz,

F . # L
Walt Faulkner and Bob Korf over the line
As they had throughour the rce, the top
three Lincolns remained within munutes of
each cther at the finish, with less than five
minutes separaring them at rhe line. They
finished with average speeds only 12 mph
slower than the winning Mercedes, and
Stevenson's 909 mph average bettered the
1931 mark of Taruffi's Ferrari by two miles
per hiur. The fustes non-Lincolns were
the fifth- anud sixth-place Chryslens driven
by Reginald McFee and C. D. Evans, with
Mikee finishing more than 27 minutes
behind Stevenson.

I the end, it was organiztion ang
preparation thar were the warchwords of
Carrera [I1 Mercedes Bene with irs army of
mechumic: sand muckloads of equipment had
simply wom the fuster Ferruris into the
ground, as Alfred Neubuuer hud prodicred.
In the stock division, the factory-backed,
Bill Sroppe/Clay Smith-prepared Lincolns
were simply in a clae by themselves, sem-
mgly maintaining formation as chey calmly
mwrtoired away from the competition. [rwas
the level of organization and proparucion
represented by these teams, and the hideous
expense .Jlll‘lhi.illl L1} I|1:.' miounting o such
an arcack on the Carrera, thar would occu-
£y the organizers in the months ahead

In the Jan/Feb fumue |J}' l"mmr;.: Matmsport,
Jobm M. Brerns wraps ap the eredible sam of
the Mexican Road Race, covermg the final tuo
yearrs of the event, 1953 and *54.—Ed. @
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