ack in 1950, the original
Carrera Panamericana
was staged

by the government
of Mexico to publi-
cize completion of
their portion of the ,

Pan American

Highway, from their
northern border
across from El Paso,
Texas, to the southern
border at Guatemala.
The pavement ran from
Juarez to the sleepy town
of Tuxtla Gutierrez, in the
southernmost state of Chiapas,
about 50 miles short of the border. From there, on to the

The Iron Horse rides again.

By Ray Brock
PHOTOS BY ERIC RICKMAN, BRUCE GLASCOCK AND THE AUTHOR

Herschel McGriff won
that first year in a 1950
Oldsmobile and post-

race publicity of the
event excited the
imagination of drivers
and racing teams
throughout the world.
The following year,
the race course was
reversed, with the start-
ing line at Tuxtla and the
finish line at the airport just south of
Juarez, so larger crowds could be accommodat-
ed and publicity better distributed worldwide.
Italians Pierro Taruffi and Alberto Ascari finished one-
two with Ferraris in 1951, with an assortment of American
stock cars close behind. The world was now aware of the

border, the road was gravel. Following completion of the race, “Mexican Road Race” and factory racing teams throughout the
competitors made their way back to Tuxtla for hotels and auto world made plans for the 1952 event.

repair facilities to prepare for the return trip.

A Whittier, Calif., hot rodder, Ak Miller, got the bug to race
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and, with the help of his local Oldunobile dénler, entercd o Satlnd), becstise of the wide varioty of components that had
P52 Olds v the 1906-mile race. Ak sl his eoepilot. Dougs been tossed together to build the car. The Mexicans loved the
Harrson. feamed the hard wiy thitt  completely stock secin cir becatse it was the way they would have buill o race car—-a
ws not suited To the rigory of an mbersationt] road e, litthe of this amd soune of that!

sspeclly when ricocheting off curbs. dint hunks and pothales. We had two ervice cams in 53, a Cadillsc-powered “S0 Ford
The Milker-Harrison Obds retired at about the haliway pom in with Dwipght Phillips sand Hal Powell, and me in Ak's 30 Olds

Leon, with a burned-out trinsmission
tuikehaft Isiring,

Dedpitc the disappointment of not
fnihing. the team Jevided they woulk
compete aeuin the following veir hut this
bz o o car of thedr ovn design, 2
gk ol rikl. At thas polint in carfy
1953, | entered the picture, covering the
constrociem of El Cabalio de Hicrailthe
Iron Horse ) i my new job as assitant
techmical editor of Hor Rod Magasine. It
wnsn T hong belomo [was pressed ko
service 10 belp and became an official
edim metmbes

When this crention—compiriscd of 2
27 T-body, modified "50 Ford (rame and
lront suspension, crose-leal rear aske,
sotped-up “50 Oldeengine, "37 Cudillue
tninsnussion wod 35 Nish dverdiive
reaghed the Tuxtln Guticrer starting line
n EYS3, the Mosican press prompily
dubbed lrsn Horse * Ensalida™ (the

The 91 crew of Coballo de Hierrn
includes veterans Ray Brock (lefr),
Ak Miller (right) and newcomer
and ¢ar owner Bruce Glascock,




sedan loaded with spare pans, oil. ete. On the trip from Whitt-
7 1o the starting line, El Caballo was driven rather than trodl-
ercd, so we could determine if there were “weak finks" in the
parts mixture, We found and fixed a wide variety of problems
o the way down, but kesrned we had o major problem that
cottldn’t be rectilicd prior 10 the start of the race; the 50 Ford

01l to right).R.E “Pete”
{Pete Collrin, and Racer

ring and pinton could no tike the horsepower and speed creal-
ed by the big Olds and 20 percent overdrive. After a fow
hundred miles of high-specd driving, the pears became rrzor-
sharpand & loud howl anpounced impending failire. Solution:
One of the support vehieles wonld dive sthsid 1o the next day's
finish line, locate a pew ring and pinjonsel;and stand by 1o
install the gearssifler Bl Cabillo ¢rossed the linish
tine each diy. AL reduced speed tolesien the
strain, and the hotvod entry' managed an cighth-
place fimish in (hE largd Sports car caregory five
duys after leaving Tuxtla Gutierres.

Fior 1954, we know the car's weak points, son
stronger 53 Lincoln rearaxle and "S53 Lincaln 11-
1 inch brakes with wider linings were installed. A
few other minor changes werammnde and a bright
A Hol Rod Magaame-spomsored paint job covered
3 the car. We felt we were ready (o race thebiz boys
El Caballo made the top 1o Tuxthy withowt ahirch,
i sowe adjusted the valves, changed ofl and drove 1o
the starting line

At Juaree five days later, Ak and Doug finished
fifth i the I.Lrg\: spors cilegory, lmiiing four
Feérraris. One mormming when the race was leaving
N Mexico City. the mojor local newspaper had o
head-on photo of Tron Horse oceupying the entire
front page. They loved Ensufndn!

Plans for & sixth Mexican Ropd Racein 1955
were cancelled during that summer, but ooty after

tinguished history just had to-be brought back ta fife.
Unfortunately, the search, for Ak's car was-a short one. It
dicr't take long, to discover that € Caballo had been parted
out in 1955.and nothing of the orginal roadster rermained,
mmmnutmw figured that £l Cabal-
prﬁdm built once, and it cauld be built again.
Aphnneaﬂmﬁkwasaﬂhmmh—mhrehimlnmpm
Ject, and a little research prodiced everything ever written in
Hot Rod Magazine about the car. With 40year-old magazine
articles, and. the car's originator stpplying a myriad of ob-
scure. details, Bruce set aboul recreating El Caballo, He gath-
ered up @ pile of early parts and pieces identical fo those used
to build the onginal car, and then enlisted Ve Tardell, a very
capable Santa Rosa, Calil., hot radder to help assemble it all,
Vem maodified a *49 Ford chassis just as had been done
-.mmw}wmagn,limmhedﬂ-mmnmnggw and
~omounted the "27 T-body. Bruce hamimered out the nose
"~ (made from two 39 Dodge rear. fenders, just like the origi-
nal), built the Kuntis-inspired grille frnsert, then finished. the
bodywork-and applied a duplicate of the 1953 paint scheme.

Oppasite, above: Betweer the 46 Ford Hithe
. Panamericana ficense plate wom brawmcm Abmw;w
| one-of-o-kind ffern because he felt the cor had the heart and soul of the
ariginal and deserved fo wear it. Rear end i @ '53 Lincoln hung.on a.
Mmm

vosite: Larery Spongler bored the 371-cid Qids Rocket motor
h.wuﬁm ﬂmmdﬂn ‘.I'E,hh:immutj.rm :Mir'_s

wﬂ mmmtm iﬁ:m

Once the car was completed, it was turned over to Ak, who

made the car race-reacy by tweaking E! Cabalio as only. its

ongmal creator could,

Despite some problems during its initial outing,  Caballo
needed only a few minor changes to get the pedomance to
match the potential, A, pair of Ford Motorcraft 2-bamels ne-

placed the four leaky Strombergs, and a stock ignition system

was substituted for. the fried electronic components. Thise
changes made, £ Caballo was ready to go. And does it go.
Not a display piece requinng penodic dusting B Caballo

‘goes out in the real world and raises dust and gets dirty, just

asil.dic in 1953

As well as competing in the modem-day running of the
Carrera Panamericana, Bruce has run the car at the nostalgia
drags, and competed in the Silver State Classic, an annual
road race held in Nevada, Considering the less than high-
mthcnnwmntsarﬂ!u4ﬂ-yﬂ-ﬁ£ddaﬁgqﬁ€&ballusper
firmance is spectacular. Bruce and Bl Caballo averaged 120
mph for more than 100 miles in the Sitver State, and finished
second in class. In the same event, Bl Caballo was clocked at
over 150 mph in the draights and Bruce says it's capable of
0oing fastor. Mot bad for 8 hot rod bailt in 1953, Mot bad for
one built in 1993,

Bruce started out to build a copy of El Caballo, but has ac-
complished more than just building a done. The car you see
here s more than just a re-creation, it's-a reincamation. This
car has:all the attributes of the onginal—the look, the sound,
but-most importantly, the soul-of the original. it has success-
fully picked up where the tire tracks of its predecessor left off,

Long live Bl Caballo!
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Ak and the team had staned o new car, featuring a Kurtis
torsicn bar chassis and an envelope aluminum body, which
wolld give aerodynamics (o match Ferran. Brakies, rear axle,
wheels, scats and a wide sssoriment of other pieces were canm-
balized from El Caballo. Before Jong, the old hot rod was a
shell of its formerself, and Ak sold the remains to someanc
whose present whereabouts nre unknown.

Esiter a new em: Mexioo's Tourist Bureau revived the
Mexican Road Race theme by announcing La Carrera
Pannmericana 1988, o rally event, It followed the original roule
but with Transit, Limiled and Speed sections instead of all-out
racing of the carly "5k where thousands of Federal troops
closad the highwiy to all locil traffic each day during mcing
hoars,

This rally thisme requines modernte speeds on Transit
sections with penalty pomts for being too early or more than 13
minuies late for thie ime allowed. Limited sections require
mire ageressive driving, even though local traffic is also using
the road. Hidden checkpoimnts llong Limited sections penalize
cars trveling too fist or too show along the route or umving at
the checkpoint late,

Speed sections are just as the pame implies _, all-out for 5 10
S0 kilometers, Local traffic i stopped and the fastest cir in each
aiteeory establishes a benchmark against which other competi-
tors are groded ond penalty points given.

Coineidental 1o this race revival foor years ago, 4 San
Leandro, Calil, hot rodder, Bruee Glascock, had started
comstruction of a rephea of the famous hot rod entry in the
1953-54 ruces. Bruce hod origimally called Ak to see if he could
buy El Caballo de Hierro. Ak didn't know where the remains
rested, so Bruce asked Ak il he would mind if he recreated the
car. Ak saidd, “Go ahead!™ Broce dug out everything that hacd
heen written about the car, plus made countiéss phone calls to
Ak over the next three years psking questions about compo:
nents,

By mid-summer 1991, Bruce saith be thought be conld hive
El Caballo done in time for the rice in e October. Vern
Tordell, o Suntic Rosi hiot nd-:iu.-hwmmndtmg :rinrmm:-
bly of the sulad parts with Bruce driving up after bis jolyin
downtown San Froncseo each duy.

Bruce asked Ak amd meto go with him on thetmp o
Mexioo and shire the davingchores (Doug Harmisonne fonger
drives and i retited in Leon, Mexico), We agreed! OnSatur-
duy, October 5, Bruce drove the replica up to Ak's shop in Pico
Rivers with anti-frecee spewing from the rmdintor overflow,
The car looked exnctly like the orlginal and was benutifully
painted Mot Rod Magazine Special colors with origimnial
SPMINSOTS TS m plhice.

Viern had followed along with o trailer, just in case, and
nchrmitted thit he hadn't had time o properly finish the o ar nnd
that thire were “a few things that should be checked ow,.” We
Tl alrendy guessed that the mditor wis inadequate. and over
the next 10 davs. Ak, his assistant Brodley Gilaser and I found
out what Vern meant about running short of time. We hurned-
Iy rewised chnssis settings. added safety ems, Atted Goodyear
Gatorback f-scrits tires and installed a larger-capadity radialor
with un electric fan,

On Tuesciy, October 15, we loaded the “fresh salad™ on a
trunsporier to Laredo, Texus, where it wis 1o be drven soross
the border und then loaded aboaurd 3 Mexican car transport for
the tnp o Tuxtls Gutierrer. There, Bruce, Ak and [ would

greel the gar on October 23, two days before the start of the
hice

We arrived on schedule in Tuxils Guerres wo learm thit the
cors had trouble getting throdgh customs al Nuevo Liredo'and
the transport trock witk tunning late. And, “By the way.” an
official said, *your-cor hud o liltle engine five crossing the border
w0 15 nokan ruining condiiion.” What?

It seems the day was guite warm ai the border, traffic was
heavyand the driver didn’t know how fo tum on the cooting
fun. Result: The engime got very hot.causing the No. 4
Stroiberg cirburetor float tw stick open. The overflow of

arasoling covered the rear half of the engine and caused

stbstiantial fire. When the transporter arrived in Tusthi late the

altermoon before race day, the three of us were thene to mect it
“with gréat concern nbout what could be done.

W hired & o, Hed Bl Caballio to the end of d rape and
rinle for i loeal parnge whete we hoped to solve the problems.
The electronic ignition wirng was badly burned, but we
mumnsged posphice new wires, then replace spark plug wiring
After o few hours, we got the-car running and took off for our

roted mesar the starting Hine fo get cleancd up, et and sleep,

Trnthic was jammed as all the locals were nlso heading that
way lorsee the race cars. Wi Bad the electric fan on and had

‘hmost made the hotel when orange Tamis started coming

through the poraus firewall. Agother engine fire! Ak and |
jumped ot yanked off the hood and smothered the fire. Now
Wi histd o start Wl ower aguin. Inspection Of the antigue No, 4
Strombery dischised that it had played lesd in the Anvil Chorus

Sometime post as the eover wos well-dented from freguent

poundings o releass a hung-up Toat. Prinwary ignition wiring
wiis once agiil burmed up, but the new plug wires were okay.
Ak decided toyeliminate the troublésome No. 4 carburctor, so g
plate was madeto it atop thethrottle body with the fleat bowl
and cover discarded. We ligtred that the Welnnd manifold
design with un open plenum umler the remauming carburetons
wonld feed adequate fuel,

At T o'clock the next moming. Ak and | were in El Caballo
awaiting our starting ¢all. Broee had dreanged @ ride in Charlie
Raw's Corvette chase trock, which would fiollow after all cars
had departed. Bruce also had our lugpage.

Since our list trip to Mexico in 1954, their highway depant-
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Carlos Lara (right) and Roberto
Monfe (left) came to the rescue
when Ak (in car) and Ray (behind
camera) became stranded (n
Acatlan. Carfos builds fiberglass
Ford bodles and reproduction
frame rofls for export to the U.S. in
a large, well-equipped facility in
Mexico City.

ment has invented the “lope™ or speed bump, Diesigned 1o slow
traffic and theoretically prevent road dumige from heivy,
speeding trucks, these topes could belter be described s
“Launching tamps,” sorta like Evel Knjevel used Tor s jtimps ot
Caesar's Palnce and the Snake River Gorge, Ak and I didn't
even see the first tope a few hundned yards off the starting line
and promptly went into orbil, 1o the great delight of thousands
ol sadlistic spectators. '

When we finallv completed re-cotey, we sticeceded in
cancelling out the extra rear end helght we hod added in Ak’s
shop. From that pont on, everysmall bump was savogely (rans-
ferred through thinly padded seats 1o our milbones. The enpine
ran strong and except for the bottoming and frequently spaced
topes (low gear and slow was the word now), things went tither
smoathly, Oh, ves, there wis one stop 16 pull off o dragaing
exhumust pipe and strap it to the roll bag Then another stop, &
couple of hundred miles later, 1 restrap the pipe thatwas now
trying to beat the right rear femdor locke,

The heat and hurmidity, os we dropped down 1o sea level
along the Tehuantepec Sraightoway ir our fireproof driving
suits, made me vearm for my air-condmoned Lincoln, Then.
later an, the overheating was replaced by o henvy minstorn,
which thoroughly sonked us. Bow, this mone stuff = sure fun!

Al the end of Diy One, in Oaxae. 335 miles lnfer, we
discovered the battery was in very poor condition and we
needed a push start after fmishing. We muessed thit first ¢arth
arhit plus the other topes and roughtoad had shiken loose a
cell ortwerin the battery. so we bought anew one, [The exhiust
pipe wies welded back in place and we sought saie rost,

At the hotel, other contestants asked Ak how the road
compared to that of the original rmees. He finswered, "It was fur
better in the old days beause the road wasnew and smoother.
Also, topes didn’t slow you down thens And since Federal
soldiers kept all other cars off the rogd. you could travel much
[aster.”

As an example, this year's time schedule called for eight
hours of drving and servicepenods between Tuxth and
Chxacn, whereas Ak's 1933 paoe time had been just under four
howirs,

The next morning, Bay Two, we headed for the starting line
al Ohaxaca's picturesgue downtown square. Just belove arpving

-
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there, we fueled the cor, adding K&W™s LISA-1 Big Boost to
compensate for the low-octnne Pemex gasoline. Theo. on
restat, the battery once agnin couldn’t do the job and we
needed o push suire Sinee we had installed a new battery the
night before, we now knew we had an alternator problem.

We passed up the start, opting instead 1o bormow a stall at
the local VW dealership so we could solve our problems, then
catch up with the mee later that night in Mexico City. We senl
Bruce abead with our lugesge, but did save oul a pair of pants
andd T-shint cach so we wouldn't have to pet our pretty red
driving suits dirty.

e alternmior was, is suspectied, scorched. Sowhile Ak
went o work in thut area, 1 got one of the lecal méchanics o
drive me around 1o piris shops until 1 found a paicof Gaboel
coil-over shocks (o jack up the rear of the qur, We got the
repairs completed shortly after noon (with o fresh battery
charge ) and took off for Mexico City.

MNow the cor was really cooking, The ride was vastly
improved and the car handled the cormers real well unil the
front shocks got the vapars and the front end started sRating on
the rough cormers. Buy, is that road rough im the two Jower,
pro0rer states,

About 200 omles porth of Onxaca, but still 150 <hort of
Miexico City, we ngain stopped for fuel and once again had to
et prush sturt beenuse of a low battery. We were in the small
town of Acutlon with o fumber of Mecanico Electricos on the
edge of town, st wie decided to seek help, since the battery
would not st afl the way to Mexico City and darkness would
catch us well shor of our hotel, Then, oo, we certuinly necded
the elecine fun for the traffic of o cty with 25,000,(0) inhabi-
fomts;

Luis: the mecamion we chose, was friendly but knew no
English, Our commund of Spanish was never great and had
suffercd much since 1954 His method of checking out the
electrical cincuil wis 10 use i 3ol length of wire. place ane
end on 8 rerminal bensath the dush, then se the bared wire at
the othet end 10 strike an are somewhere on the engine, door
hinge, bady pancl, ete. After numerous arc strikes, the engine
wirnled o Tonger start and the fuel purmg wouldns work.
Voltmisters do not seem to exist in lower Mexioo

With darkness approaching, we pushed El Caballo into our
mecanico’s backyard whare it would spendithe might amongsi
pumerous pon-opernting old cars; 1ethered fohting cocks, a
caged hawk. some 10-day-old kitters, month-old puppies and
miean junkyard dog Thn pretty well confirmed what we
alreudy suspeeted—Luiswas not o graduite of GM Tech. He
ran a junkyard, and ourieed was about (o join the pile.

The next moming, as Day Three of racing was sturting in
Mexico City, Ak and I'were sitting on the curb in front ol the
Barking Dog Hotel where we hud spent the might listening Lo-
you puessed it—three barking dogs outside our window all
night. They let up only when the wrrentinl dosmpour started a
3 o, and @l the drunken hotel guests armived from the local
s and started welling and bruwling, When the guests quicted
dhown, the dogs resumed their yapping. Crar bathroom was
every bit as modern as the avernge motor home; vou could use
the toilet and take a shower ut the same time. Yes, the wales
was cold, but whin do you expect for S0000 pesos? Thut trins-
lates (o about S16 LS

So there we were, on the curb waiting for Luds, wha hod

cantinied on poge 58
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suppestied a f am, pickup. A8 am., we
found & taxi and woent Lo Luis” house. He
wisn't there, but Gnally showed up
ot 30 with our battery, We had
asked that he put it on the charger the
night before, but he hud forgotten so had
gone to get it charged when he awoke
Sunday morming.

Laajs foumd & lisead policeman whio
Lnew a bit of English. so we recruiied
L 1o convey our messapes, Bven with
acharged hittery (Luis proved It was
hot by repeatedly stnking arcswith his
jumper cables), the coil mhﬁd onlyn
wenk spark (hrough the eledronic black
bo that had been civen the shock: freats!
mient the evening before, Tere we were,
Sunday morming, 150 miles from help.
0 parts, i communication. Ao cean
shorts .. we needed a change of: m.-nm]rl

At noon, wa caught an express bus
and five hours later arvived at the
Mexico City lerminal in a clondbumt:

After & lenzthy wail, we finallv pota xi

whiwe driver couldn’t find the hotel
whire we expected to find Broce, The

hiotel wis fnally located, but poess
whut? Mo Bruce! He bad checked oot

and the phone messages we had been

benyvinge fromn Acutlin cwu\ghﬂnﬂpﬂuul |

miot reached hom,

We rented & room, t{h:rk_ﬂ:p‘y{erh and
prepured for dinner, Our choise fir
dinmer dress was between diy, smelly,
wol drving suits and dirmy; smﬂll_'t dry
panis und T-shirts, We opted for the:

stashed us in & dark comner downwind
from olher guests,

The nexl IOrning, a8 S0on &5 H
respectable hour appeared onjthe clock,
Tealled Tex Smith in Drges, Tdaho, o
see if e could find us an English-speak-
g hot rodder in Mexico Gity to help
find parts. Thirey minttes lter, Tex
responded with the name of s Mexicn
whiy was building 32, A" and T framds
and fibureliss bodies for sule in the LS.
T hud methim at the Minncapilis
Sirecl Rod Maonals, and recalled that
I spike excellent English, Hou Dawal

Wi called the: number given us and
reached Carlos Lara. We explained our
plight and Cardos saicl he would be
huppy 1o belp us locate parts. then Lake
15 10 the adrport where we codld renl
car for pur reseue trip to Acatlun. We

ulﬂhm&hm.q TTORZTE
. driver. Martin, wher Aot
! the whud ul:thc Fwﬁpicinpnnd

:-kmmuunﬂylummudmﬂmgiqxﬁ,

Lok o tuxd 1o Carlos” plant and were
pleasantly surprised o find a large. well-
equipped facility making excellent
Framics and glass bodies,

Carlos bad asked another local hot
roxlider, Roberto Monje, to come mec
us and help with the pans we needed. As
we witlked around the plant, Ak und |
saw g red tncem-wheeled (railir and
the lieht bulb went on in both our brains
simulncowsly, “Would vou considor
renling Us the trailer and a tow car?” we

kil “No, but I'will loan it to yow
“along with my driver,” answered Curlos

Whiopee!

Rather than having o carry parts Lo

;ﬁfﬂuﬂq Mmﬂdillg {hiz jowes el

amilm'll;aﬂtmunda:tnmdm Euud it

dog, we would just take the

.....

‘we wers back in Carlos” :dmpw;lhu

© Cabullo onthe trailer.
earhier that morning (with cmhlw} .'

'ﬂn:nmmﬂmm Whuslh.d T

Carlosshap, wtu:mRﬂhﬂtu mel usand
'mﬁmﬂydlng:md our pmHm:.Th..

:ﬂgincﬁn‘:mlﬂ[edn h.adhurmr] wirng
I:nm,wmthr ah‘.mmmr and the regulator

hencah the dash, aned the illcmator was
* chariing (0 g

nd.ﬁ.lm T.08€" cireuil

L

o ihsleking had bugned n few conbicts out

~ ofthe jgnition switeh,
latter and chose the cheaper restaurant

in our upscale hotel where the maitred”

Ouie of lhﬁi:&t*ﬁlema with srowing
micne fnture i tint neitber Ak nor |

.could get our eves o focus when lving

upside down benegth the dash of =27 1.
Ruoberto’s eyes were great and with
knowledge tomateh, he soon oomected
the wiring. In the meantime, Carlos
contributed 1 used Corvetie disiributor,
which we robbed of paris. then added &
new coll and cap o swilch (he igmtion
back 1o the old Familinr points and
condenser variety toreplice the
electronics thit hid hoen spped,

o we were Fnally ready (o head
toward the finish line in Nuevo Laredo.
Bruce had ealled in from Zicatecas the
night before, and was greatly relieved 1o
finkel s still alive. Fearing we were at the
bottom of a cinyon somewhere, Bruee
had heen trying lo ealist the Carrera
officials 1o hult the race aod tuea all the
cars around 1o come back looking for s,

We tokd him to let the race go on, bt
to come back 1o Mexico Clity: “It's vour
turn (o dypve!”™

S, on the morning of the sixth and
fimal day of the new Mexican Road
Race, Bruee and his girlfriend, Nancy
Crarnes, lefi the worlds most populons
ity at 530 . in Bl Caballo deter-
e 1o reach Nuevo Laredo i time
{or the awards banguoet that night.
They didn't make it Heavy rains starl-
ed about 230 miles below the border,
soaking them continuously for 100
miles, <o they wok refuge in a Monter
rey hotel.

I the meannme, Ak and 1 hod flown
to Mueveo Latedn and were wanm iined
toasty when Bruce called about b pum.

nel 1ol his harror story, “Tough luck,

byt it was your turn to drive.”

The banquetfawarnds caremony wis
noisy, smoky nnd beery, The original
starting fisld of 110 cars had heen
pared to about half that number cross-
ing the finish line, and nll contestants
were happy to see that the “old- lrmers”
had been found. The race commiltec
ever gn.g!u Ak nm@hyhmmgmtmn
of his baving dnﬁn‘m 'dlz orgmal
sEries,

If vou want to have grmn time, pet
voorself a 1954 or earlier vintage Gar
and go racing. The rules are rather
lenient. For instance, if you werl (o
take a 54 Olds seclan, you could almost
alip f NASCAR chassis and engine
under the sheetmetal and got wway
with it. Y ou are limited 1o T-inch
whizels and Gl-series tives, bt that
combination gives you plenly ol speed.

Take your own chase car. ample
tools, spare parts, n Spanish-spenking
crew member, a voltmeter, petane
booster and get the nomes of sl the
Mexizin hot rodidérs you can find. You
can't have Carlos or Roberio—they
are ours!

New, noword for our sponsors,
There were four of thom. all from the
1954 dayx, and their contnbutions
helped Bruce finish the car o fime 10
make the stort They wre: Hot Ko
Magnzine, K&W Products, Sta-Lube
Tubricanis and Weiand Intake:
Manifolds. Thanks a lol, Pele. Dexter,
Randy und Joen! We didn’t do well
this time, but vou are all paid-up
sponsors [or the next time we run Lo
Cairrera Punimericana, ©
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